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CAPE KENNEDY, Fla., July
28—When the Skylab 2 asto-
nauts left the earth today, they
were accompanied by a menag-
erie of tiny creatures—pocket
mice, minnows, vinegar gnats,
flies and two female spiders,

This unusual cargo was part
of more than 60 scientific ex-
periments scheduled to be per-
formed during the planned 59-
day Skylab 2 mission in earth
orbit.

The mice and the gnats rodef
in a self-contained living com-
partment inside the service
module, the equipment unit at
the rear of the Apollo command
module. The fish and spiders
were to be taken into the
Skylab workshop. The flies
were going along as food for
the spiders.

The two spiders, named Ara-
bella and Anita, were included
in the mission at the suggestion
of Judith Miles, a 17-year-old
high school student from Lex-
ington, Mass. She is one of 19
high school students around
the country whose experiments
were selected for the mission.
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Dr. Peter N. Witt, research director of North Carolina Department of Mental Health,
measuring size of web spun by a cross spider. Two of the spiders are on present Sky-
lab mission to enable scientists to study effects of weightlessness on web-building.
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